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other, and the grade was demolished as rapidly as
fashioned. One day the Hill navvies were in possession,
the next, through being outnumbered, they were driven out
and the Harriman army held the position, only to evacuate
it when the former reappeared with reinforcements. No
blood was spilt, but it came perilously near it when a navvy
on one side threw a piece of rock harder against an oppos-
ing workman than the latter appreciated. Injuries were
numerous, and one day the aspect became so threatening
that a pitched battle appeared certain. At times, however,
the battle became Gilbertian. The rivals merely played
catchball with pieces of rock, tossing the missiles at one
another with considerable banter and amid a rain of jokes.
For eighteen months this state of affairs prevailed, and
then the courts deciding against Harriman, he was forced
to retire from the scene. Directly he did so, his gangs
of navvies walked over to the opposite camp, because from
their point ot view Hill's money was just as good as that
of Harriman. It was immaterial to them for which side
they worked, so long as they were paid for it. The result
was that the tw*o gangs which had been engaged in more
or less deadly strife, now worked harmoniously side by
side to carry the Hill line into Portland. Such tactics as
these, however, come somewhat as an Interlude to the grim
tussle with Nature which is the railway-builder's invariable
lot.